Particular mention should be made of the clear U.S. government policy of deregulation. The impact of this policy on marine terminals has been indirect, primarily in the form of changing patterns of inland intermodal transport. A case in point is the accelerated development of landbridge and minilandbridge rail services. In a relatively short time, these new concepts have captured a large share of U.S. foreign trade with Asia. Likewise, deregulation has lowered the cost of terminal trucking operations, with the overwhelming volume of container transfers to rail being handled by owner-operators.
Comparison of U.S. and Foreign Marine Container Terminals
As observed previously, container cranes in European and Asian terminals today generally operate at a rate of 30-35 lifts per hour, which represents a productivity of about 30 percent over U.S. operations. *As impressive as the present overseas productivity is, it pales in comparison to the target set by the more progressive terminals; for example, the ECT in Rotterdam has the goal of 40 lifts per hour by the year 2000. It is clear that much of the expected productivity improvement must come in the area of stacking systems (stacking operations being the prevalent system in use in most European and Asian terminals). Other key areas receiving attention are information and gate control procedures. Some of these terminals put particular emphasis on modern computer systems featuring exhaustive data communication capabilities to
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